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The Rottneros Sales Team
The Sales Department at Rottneros Mill 
is structured to give the best possible 
communication between the custom-
ers and different functions within the 
company.
MD Olle Dahlin has the overall com-

Smooth cooperation between sales and 
other departments is ensured by Carina 
Blomquist, Logistics Manager.
Don’t hesitate to give the team a call or 
send them a mail, contact information is 
provided below.

mercial responsibility for Rottneros 
Mill’s products.
Strong technical competence in the Sales 
Department is provided by Annika Zet-
terlund, Product Manager High Yield 
Pulp. 

Olle Dahlin
Managing Director and Sales Manager 
olle.dahlin@rottneros.com
Phone +46 565 17 610
Mobile +46 70 366 73 00

Annika Zetterlund
Product Manager High Yield Pulp
annika.zetterlund@rottneros.com
Phone +46 565 17 631
Mobile +46 76 139 76 30

Carina Blomquist 
Logistics Manager 
carina.blomquist@rottneros.com
Phone +46 565 17 654
Mobile +46 70 325 04 27

Rottneros in the world

Examples of countries to which pulp from Rottneros Mill has been exported during 2011-12.
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Dear Reader,

The Rottneros Timeline

I am pleased to present the 125 Years Anniversary Issue of Pulp 
Focus to YOU. In 1887 the first pulp, Stone Ground Wood-pulp, 
was produced by the company Rottneros Bruk AB in the vil-
lage of Rottneros in the county of Värmland, Sweden, but the 
company was established already in 1630 as a hammermill 
iron-works. This tradition has been continued and developed by 
generations of people to a modern company acting in the world 
market. In the 1960s a refiner pulp line was also established 
and later developed into BCTMP, and now a state of the art 
BCTMP-line. 

Today the mill has one of the broadest product portfolios in 
mechanical pulp worldwide – we are the specialist in that field 
and hope YOU as a customer can benefit from that. The basis 
for all our products is the local fresh wood, mainly softwood. By 
starting with optimal raw material and optimizing the whole pro-
duction and logistics chain we try to be YOUR preferred supplier. 

At the moment we are reviewing our strategy for SGW pulp 
and the objective is from being in the thin printing paper area 
to also enter the board and packaging area. This product fits 
extremely well in some niches in this the fast growing areas. The 
focus for our products is the end-use where YOU can benefit 
from our product properties, especially bulk, formation, porosity 
and opacity. We are in parallel with this adapting our organi-
zation to be as cost effective as possible to be a partner with 

YOU in the world market. If we don’t succeed with this strat-
egy we are prepared to step out of SGW, however mothballing 
the equipment, during 2013 and have taken actions in line with 
that. We will keep you informed about this.

We are never further away than a telephone call - always at 
your service direct from the mill 
since 125 years!

For ‘the mechanical pulp team’ 
in Rottneros Bruk

Around 1630

Founding of the company. Pro-
duction of bar iron started.

1887

A stone groundwood pulp 
mill was established.

The first grinder 
is electrified

19281910

Big fire, 
factory rebuilt

1950–53

New grinders installed

CTMP line being built

RMP production starts

1968 1986-871967

Centralised control room

First Flash dryer
installed

2003 2007 2008 2009–2010
New primary refiner/
impregnation/screens for 
CTMP

Heavy duty presses 
on de-watering 
machines.
Heat recovery 
investments.

New screen in groundwood line.
Parallell roll-presses in SGW and CTMP line.

Olle Dahlin
Managing Director and 
Sales Manager 
Rottneros Bruk AB
olle.dahlin@rottneros.com, 
mobile +46 70 3 66 73 00
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The name Rottneros comes from the 
river Rottnan which flows out into the 
lake Fryken here. Rotn is Old Norse for 
‘roaring’, probably referring to the load 
roar from the waterfalls in the river.

These waterfalls were the reason for 
why the first mill was established here. 
The water provided the power for a forge 
for the manufacture of bar iron that was 
built during the first half of the 17th cen-
tury. Bar iron was an improvement to the 
older pig-iron, with much lower carbon 
content. A key step in the process was the 
hammering of the iron, which required 
a lot of power, usually achieved by water 
wheels.

Early local sourcing
It could be argued that Rottneros has 
been a wood industry from the begin-
ning. Large quantities of charcoal were 
needed for the iron mill. This charcoal 
was manufactured by local farmers from 
the abundance of wood in the surround-
ing forests, and sold to Rottneros. The 
mill also had its own forests and charcoal 
production.

After over 200 years of iron produc-
tion, in the 1870s, a crisis fell over the 
mill. The prices of iron and steel fell dra-
matically. All iron production had ceased 
at Rottneros by 1983.

In 1882, however, Rottneros AB had 
been bought by Hampus Edvard Mont-
gomery, already a foundry proprietor. 
He decided to build a stone groundwood 
pulp mill. In May 1887, the new mill 
started its production.

The first machinery comprised two 
grinding works with vertical axles. The 
axles were connected to a turbine below, 
powered by the flowing water from river 
Rottnan. This also meant that the wood 
was fed and grinded ‘standing up’.

The Rottneros Mill expanded quickly 
and became one of the biggest in the 
region. A fire in 1910 could not stop the 
development. A new factory building, 
this time in brick, was erected and new 
grinders installed. 

The mill had already by that time an 
innovative staff; among other things the 
‘Rottneros Towers’ for drying became 
well known and a product that was sold 
to other mills.

From an age when 1 hp was enough.

The Rottneros Mill in the 1890s.

Rottneros – 400 years 
of industrial history
When Rottneros Mill cele-
brates its 125th anniversary, 
that is 125 years as a pulp 
mill. But in fact the mill’s his-
tory is much longer, stretch-
ing back to the 17th century.

The water power was put to full use, 
but in 1928 the first grinder was electri-
fied. Seven years later, the whole process 
was run with electricity.

From RMP to CTMP
In 1950, two new grinders were installed 
and the old ones modernised. Another 
big step was taken in 1967 when the first 
flash dryer was installed. The year after, a 
completely new facility for production of 
RMP (refiner mechanical pulp) was built. 
This line was converted to the current 
CTMP line in 1987. 

More recently, new primary refiner/
impregnation/screens for CTMP were 
installed between 2002 and 2003.Con-
siderable investments in heat recovery 
were made between 2007 and 2010. 
Energy saving is actually an area where 
Rottneros has been a pioneer, the mill 
started investing in this area already in 
the late 60s. In the mid-70s, a new bark 
burning facility alone saved 3 000 cubic 
meters of oil annually. 

New screen in the stone groundwood 
line was installed in 2009. The year after, 
parallel roll-presses on the stone ground-
wood line and CTMP-line were in full 
operation.

Regardless of whether it is 125 years 
or 380 years of history, it is impossible to 
give a full account in this limited space. 
It is clear, however, that Rottneros has 
both a long history and a future consist-
ing of renewal and innovation. 

Sources: Papper och massa i Värmland, Risbergs 
2010. Rottneros. Ett värmländskt bruks historia, 
Press’ Förlag 1982. Wikipedia.
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“This year, we have also launched a new 
quality with high freeness for use in the 
middle layer in carton board,” says An-
nika Zetterlund, Product Manager High 
Yield Pulp. 

Raised bulk
“Now, we focus on raising the bulk in the 
groundwood pulp,” she continues. “This 
is something we work with continuously 
and results are showing in small but 
frequent steps.”

It is well known that the paper proper-
ties that can be obtained with ground-
wood pulp are above all high opacity and 
an even surface with good printability. 
With CTMP, the main benefit is bulk, 
the opportunity to reduce paper gram-
mage while maintaining the thickness of 
the printed product.

Customer-driven development
“Regarding CTMP, we have put much 
effort into developing new qualities 
together with our customers,” says An-
nika Zetterlund. “We have for instance 
developed a special quality to meet the 
requests of our customers in the Chinese 
market.

 “In the CTMP area we also often do 
much good by simply convincing the 
customer to use CTMP. There are still 
many qualities where CTMP could add 
benefits but is not used today.”

We catch Annika for this interview 
when she has a short break between her 
travel. In a few hours, she will be heading 
for East Asia.

“The best part of my job is to meet 
customers, to discuss and possibly help 
with technical problems,” she comments. 
“I think that the personal attention 
Rottneros can offer is one of our main 
strengths, together with flexibility and 
delivery precision. All thanks to the fact 
that we are a small mill, with people 
specialising in what they do best.”

Rottneros operates two lines, produc-
ing groundwood and CTMP. After 125 
years, the product and production devel-
opment is as active as ever. The ground-
wood produced today is very different 
compared with the original groundwood, 
a development that continues every day at 
the Rottneros mill. One recent achieve-
ment was when the shive content was 
lowered almost below measurable levels, 
solving the problem with shives caus-
ing breaks during coating, among other 

Rottneros Pulps, basic parameters

Pulp Wood species CSF* Brightness Application areas (examples)
Groundwood Spruce 80-300 ml 60-79 % ISO Thin paper, (book) paper,   
    label (paper), board
CTMP Spruce 320-700 ml 60-79 % ISO (bulky) paper, board
CTMP Aspen and birch 320-600 ml 70-83 % ISO Printing and writing paper

  * Canadian Standard Freeness

Annika Zetterlund, Product Manager High Yield Pulp, with Rottneros pulps waiting to be 
shipped out in the world market.

Re-inventing 
high yield pulp

History is important, but the people at the Rottneros mill do 
not look too much in the back mirror. Product development 
and new innovations are more important – just as they have 
been for 125 years.

TexT : L-O Mattsson   
PHOTO: Lasse Forsberg

things. This was made possible through 
process development and investment in a 
new kind of screening facility.
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“It would be hard to find better wood 
than the one that grows in the part of 
the country where the Rottneros Mill is 
located,” says Ingemar Eliasson, Wood 
Procurement Director. “Wood quality 
is not enough, however, we need to have 
reliable supply chain when it comes to 
timely delivery and other key factors. 
Being built up over many years, we today 
have an excellent network of partners 
that secures this need.”

The mill requires up to some 370,000 
cubic metres of wood each year. The 
groundwood line produces only spruce-
based qualities. The spruce dominates 
also in the CTMP line, even if some 
hardwood and some pine also are used 
here. 

The quality of the spruce wood is in 
other words a focal point for the mill. 
To secure a high quality, the mill works 
according to a number of strategies:

Fresh wood
“The main strategy is to buy as much 
wood locally as possible,” says Inge-
mar Eliasson. “This is partly because 
of its excellent quality but even more 
important is that short transports give 
fresher wood. Fresh wood is important 
to achieve optimal product properties. It 
also makes it possible to use less chemi-
cals in the process.

“We also have the environmental fac-
tor,” he continues. “Short transports are 
of course better also from this perspec-

tive. The only time we buy wood from 
areas a bit further away is when there 
is not enough certified wood to obtain 
close by.

Local responsibility
“Rottneros is not a large mill, but lo-
cally our operations have a considerable 
impact. Our suppliers are to a large 
extent relatively small private forest 
owners that sell to us through their 
forest owners association or local for-
estry companies. Private owners have 
individual ideas about how to manage 
their forest. By a positive attitude to 
these forest owners, we contribute to 
the diversity in the woodlands, which is 
another environmental benefit. 

“Another strategy is to build long-
term partnerships with our suppliers. 
When times are good, all cooperation is 
easy but when times are a bit more dif-
ficult both buyer and seller need to pull 
together to find solutions. That is when 
the seriousness of your partner is tested.”

No pulp mill is better than its wood source. Rottneros Mill’s 
sourcing is based on a fine-tuned network built over a long 
period of time, ensuring that only the best available raw 
material reaches the grinders.

Ingemar eliasson (left) is very satisfied with the quality of the sawmill chips from Moelven Notnäs AB: “We always receive very good quality chips 
from Notnäs, even during cold winters when de-barking is more difficult”, he says. To the right Peter Broberg, CeO of Moelven Notnäs AB.

TexT : L-O Mattsson   
PHOTO: Lasse Forsberg

Local wood sourcing boosts quality
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One of these long-lasting partners, 
the sawmill Moelven Notnäs AB, is 
located just 40 km from Rottneros. The 
two companies have cooperated so long 
that no one longer remember the start of 
it, but it is clear that it goes back several 
decades.

A hundred years old, the mill is today 
one of the Moelven Group’s prioritised 
operations, with new investments and 
efficiency measures being made both 
2011 and this year. The mill produces 
some 185,000 cubic metres of solid-wood 
products annually. The raw material is 
spruce to 70%.

We meet Moelven Notnäs’ CEO 
Peter Broberg at the company’s stylish 
office, originally built in the late 1800’s 
as the private home of a local ship-
owner.

Sawmill chip to Rottneros
“The lion share of our sawmill chip goes 
to Rottneros,” he tells us. “We are very 
happy to have a receiver for it so close 
by, especially as our cooperation runs so 
smoothly. Transports run as clockwork 
and we always have a good dialogue.”

Moelven Notnäs too have a local 
focus:

“We fetch our timber from a 100 
km radius around the mill,” says Peter 
Broberg. “There is some competition for 
the wood, but so far there is enough for 
everyone.

“The spruce wood is excellent here. It 
is homogeneous, has grown at the right 
pace and has evenly treerings. Also, our 
customers are very aware of the wood 
quality in our products.”

Roundwood
A rather different kind of Rottneros 
partner than Moelven is Nykvist Skog 
AB with eight employees. The company 
was founded in the 70’s and has evolved 
into a full-service forestry company 
offering everything from consulting 
for private forest owners to felling. The 
major part of the company’s business, 
however, is wood trade.

Located in the small village of Gräs-
mark, Nykvist Skog is firmly rooted 
among the region’s forest owners. The 
staff is well acquainted with most of the 
customers, often friends.

“That is how it works in our part of 
the country,” says Pär Skinnargård when 
we meet him at the company’s office. Pär 
Skinnargård heads the company and is 
also one of its owners. “Business more 
often than not contains an element of 
personal relationships, and we try to 
work together rather than to squeeze the 
last krona out of every deal. 

“I believe relationships are important 
to the Rottneros Mill too, we often hear 
from forest owners that they are pleased 
that their wood will go to the mill since 
they, for instance, have relatives that 
work there or they may even work there 
themselves.”

Nykvist Skog supplies roundwood to 
Rottneros on a regular basis, and the 
mill is the company’s biggest customer. 
And one of the oldest.

“Rottneros has been a customer since 
the company started, and has meant a 
lot to its development,” Pär Skinnargård 
says. 

“Of course, it is to mutual benefit to 
have a pulp mill so close by,” he contin-
ues. “We get most of our wood within a 
20 to 30 km radius, never further away 

“Quality means everything to us,” says Pär Skinnargård, head of Nykvist Skog AB. “The forest 
owners expect the best when we do felling or thinning, and customers like Rottneros expect 
the highest wood quality when we deliver.”

than 70 km. That means that we can 
supply very fresh wood, and also be 
flexible in our deliveries. The logistics is 
simple and the freight costs can be kept low.”

Network
“One way for Rottneros to strengthen 
its supply chain is by networking with 
companies like Nykvist and Notnäs,” 
says Ingemar Eliasson. “The forestry 
companies around Rottneros are inter-
linked to a large extent. For example, a 
forest company may sell roundwood to 
us and timber to a sawmill, from where 
we in turn buy sawmill chips. If we work 
together, the cooperation gets much 
stronger than individual deals. In that 
way, we can form a counterweight to 
other, larger players, in the industry.”
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FAMOUS SWEDES

Cover:  
Olof Åkesson in the control centre at 
Rottneros Mill. Inserted an old  picture from 
the operating room at river Rottnan with the 
operator SvenOlov Ohlsson.
Photo: Lasse Forsberg
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Rottneros – the birthplace 
of a Nobel prize

ter who had been dismissed by the 
Church due to his misbehaviour.

During the first Christmas night 
that Gösta spends on Ekeby a pact is 
made with the devil, which results in 
the mistress being compelled to leave 
Ekeby, placing it in the hands of the 
‘cavaliers’. The cavaliers then indulge 
in a lot of fun and adventure, while the 
running of the estate was neglected.

Most of the saga is of course fiction, 
but both Gösta Berling and Ekeby 
are partly based on real life. Ekeby is 
clearly recognisable as the Rottneros 
Manor, where the owners of the 
Rottneros Mill lived. 

The memory of Ekeby is very 
much kept alive in today’s Rottneros 
Park, which has been built around the 
mansion. Rottneros Park is a unique 
sculpture park offering an exciting 
combination of formal park areas, 
natural parkland and creative horti-
cultural design.

International breakthrough
But back to Selma Lagerlöf.

Gösta Berling’s Saga became a huge 
success, though not immediately. But 
with her earnings from the book and 
some other sources Selma was now 
able to travel, visiting both Italy and 
the Middle East. The latter inspired 
her novel ‘Jerusalem’, which became 
her international breakthrough.

Selma was awarded the Nobel 
Prize in Literature in 1909, as the first 
Swede and the first woman. The prize 
money made it possible for her to buy 
back her childhood’s Mårbacka, where 
she thereafter lived from time to time. 
She became a member of the Swedish 

Selma Lagerlöf was born in 1858 on 
the Mårbacka Estate in Östra Emter-
vik, not far from Rottneros. However,  
the estate had to be sold in 1884, a 
loss that Selma felt deeply about for 
the rest of her life.In 1882, she began 
studying to become a schoolteacher. 
Part of her education was literary his-
tory. It is said that it was in the course 
of those studies that Selma came to 
realise that the stories and characters 
she had heard about as a child in the 
Värmland countryside were equally 
fascinating as the ones from classical 
literature. 

Gösta Berling’s Saga
Between 1885 and 1895 she worked 
as a schoolteacher at a high school for 
girls. It was during this period that she 
started writing her first novel, ‘Gösta 
Berling’s Saga’.

Gösta Berling’s Saga is one of the 
great classics of Swedish literature. Its 
importance has, among other things, 
to do with the reaction it represents 
towards the realistic style prevailing 
at that time. Gösta Berling’s Saga is 
of a completely different style, being 
instead filled with supernatural ele-
ments, eccentric gentry, wolves, snow 
and moonlight.

1820s Värmland
The plot is set in the 1820s Värm-
land and revolves around the Ekeby 
Manor, where the mistress of Ekeby 
has opened her home to a number of 
unfortunate gentlemen known as  ‘the 
cavaliers’ who now live there as a kind 
of pensioners. Gösta Berling is one 
of these gentlemen, a former minis-

Academy (the body that awards the 
Nobel Prize in Literature) in 1919, 
again as the first woman.

Women’s suffrage
She was also active as a protagonist 
for the women’s suffrage movement. 
This probably of considerable impor-
tance for the success of the movement 
due to the great respect that Selma 
Lagerlöf enjoyed.

She died at her beloved Mårbacka 
in 1940. The parallel to Ekeby/
Rottneros is striking; the mistress of 
Ekeby was at the end of the novel al-
lowed to return to the manor to die.

Gösta Berling’s Saga has been 
translated to around 50 languages. 
But Selma’s most translated book 
is another: ‘The Wonderful Ad-
ventures of Nils’, in Swedish entitled 
‘Nils Holgerssons underbara resa genom 
Sverige’ (lit. Nils Holgersson’s won-
derful journey across Sweden). This 
book, originally meant as a childrens’ 
schoolbook, has been translated to 
some 60 languages.

One of Sweden’s most well known authors is Selma 
Lagerlöf, who won the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1909. 
Few, however, know that a vital part of her inspiration 
came from Rottneros.


